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Tourna-
ments and
hunting
Lay
education
 by the sturdy resistance of the citizen infantry, after their
cavalry had been broken.
When the nobles were forced to keep the peace time
hung heavily on their hands, for they had little with which
to occupy their leisure. They could indulge in the mimic
war of tournaments, a sport which in the twelfth century
flourished particularly in France and was believed to be of
French origin—conflictus Gallici an English writer called
them. They were regular battles on a small scale, in which
severe and sometimes mortal wounds were received, and the
victor, as in real warfare, held the vanquished to ransom.
They were a training ground for the more serious pursuit of
war, and Richard I is said to have introduced them into
England for this purpose. Hunting took second place in
the pursuits of peace. It, too, was a mimicry of war since
there was something to be killed, and if a wild boar was the
quarry there was the added excitement of danger. The
hunting of the stag was also a means of filling the larder
with their favourite meat—venison. The preservation of the
deer forests was therefore doubly important, and it was a
serious crime for a peasant to kill deer, even though his crops
were being ruined by them. Falconry was a less energetic
pursuit, and one in which the ladies joined and were often
highly proficient.
This absorption in martial or semi-martial pursuits was
typical of the majority of members of the noble class; but
there were some who had wider interests. As we have seen,
there were lords who were giving their attention to the man-
agement of their estates, developing waste lands, and encour-
aging settlers. The need for money stimulated them to
these undertakings, and they required it not only for military
expeditions but also for the purchase of luxuries, silks and
tapestries, jewels, spices, and so on. Luxury might under-
mine their vigour, but it certainly tended to soften their
natural savagery. Lay education, confined to Italy for the
most part, was not unknown in noble houses in other coun-
tries. The greater nobles, like the king, employed learned
clerks to teach their sons, some of whom were destined for
the Church and so needed Latinity. This was the fate of
younger sons and daughters in a large family; it has been
shown that in Germany in the twelfth century the leading

